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Introduction 
[bookmark: _GoBack]A civic issue is defined as a problem that affects the community (Klofstad, 2015), in this document we are going to focus on three civic issues that I will address in my campaign, how these problems affect my area and the policy options to address these issues. I have identified three civic issues which include, environmental degradation, unemployment and poor health 
Environment degradation 
Environmental degradation can be defined as the destruction of the environment through depleting of the useful resources available. Examples of these resources include forests, waters soils, extinction of wild animals and pollution (Kutz, 2014). In environment degradation, we are going to focus on the forest cover. During the pre-industrial era, the forest cover was about 5.9 billion hectares, this is different from the present day coverage which stands at 4 billion hectares (Laarman and Sedjo, 2016). This shows the amount of forest cover has reduced over time. This has been the case in my area, the most part which was covered by forests have been cleared. Deforestation has had a lot of effects in our environment, forests are important in regulating the water cycle, due to deforestation it means that there has been less water in which goes back to the soil. This has affected our area because it becomes very difficult to grow crops. The other effect in our area is soil erosion. Due to lack of vegetation cover, the area has had cases of soil erosion and even landslide during the rainy seasons which have killed some members of the society. If there is continued deforestation then we are likely to experience desertification in the area, it is the obligation for each member of the society to protect the society.


Policy options for solving deforestation
The best policy mechanism that for reducing deforestation, is increasing the awareness on the importance of environmental conservation. By collaborating with the Department of Forestry in our area, I plan to hold campaigns to encourage our community to plant at least 10 trees in their home areas so that we can boost the forest cover in our area. Another solution that I plan to implement is to form a community forest project which will help the Forestry department to set up nurseries for trees which will be planted on the forests. This project will also be responsible for seeking funds from other non-governmental organisations so as to promote environmental conservation.
Unemployment 
 Unemployment is the situation where there are a number of people in the workforce who are willing to work but do not have an opportunity to work (Knight, 2016). Many of the young people in our area have achieved education and skills but the economy does not give them opportunities for employment. This problem has affected one of my elder brothers, he has tried his best in searching employment but his efforts have gone to waste. Due to lack of employment opportunities, young people are engaging them in criminal activities. This has increased the level of insecurity in our area.
Policy options to reduced unemployment
One of the best ways I plan to address this issue of unemployment in our region is to form education to empower young people using the entrepreneurship. I will welcome banks and other financial institutions to give knowledge and skill on how young people can start their own job rather than depending on the employment opportunities from the industries. Banks and other financial institution are offering business loans which don’t need collateral. By forming groups they can benefit from these loans which can be used to start businesses of their choice.  
Health 
	Life has unexpected problems that arise each time, one of these problems that is unexpected is the issue of healthcare. This is a major problem for many people in our area, the cost of medication is very high. Most people are forced to cut back other aspects of their life so as to fund medical bills. This civic issue affected me when my parent was admitted to one of the hospitals in our area. He was forced to sell some of his assets so that he could complete his medication. I believe everyone is entitled an affordable health system, not everyone in the community is rich, by providing a cheap and reliable health system will save the lives of many residents in our area.
Policy option to address the issue of health
	 The best way to provide an affordable and reliable health system is by forming a health insurance institution. In simple terms insurance protecting someone from any financial loss. Insurance helps to pool resources from many people and compensates the people who are affected by the problem (Nyman, 2015). This can be done in collaboration with the insurance companies in the area, to provide insurance policies where the locals can pay a small amount in premiums. This insurance should be used to compensate for the medical cost in case someone falls sick.
	I plan to urge the local government to increase the amount of money that they allocate to the hospitals so that they can be able to increase the medical practitioners in this hospitals, also ensure that there is enough medicine in each hospital. This will ensure that there is smooth and effective service delivery of medical services.
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